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 Heavy rains and Flooding 

PARAGUAY  

Four people have died and 130,000 have been evacuated due to the heavy 

rains and flooding in recent days. In the capital, Asuncion, 90,000 people 

have been forced to leave their houses as the Paraguay River overflowed. 

Many are housed in temporary shelters in streets and squares. 

According to the National Emergency Secretariat (SEN for its acronym in 

Spanish), the Paraguay River reached 7.71 meters high, its highest level in the 

past 20 years. SEN partly attributes the record level to the presence of El 

Niño, which has increased the frequency and intensity of rainfall. They also 

consider that this will be one of the four strongest El Niño periods since 1950. 

The President, Horacio Cartes, declared a state of emergency to facilitate the 

allocation of more than US$ 3.5 million to assist the affected people. 

Relief institutions and military authorities continue rescue and evacuation 

actions. Paraguay has not requested international assistance. 
Source: SEN, BBC, Andina and ABC Digital. 
 

 

 

  

 
PARAGUAY: Citizens try to recover their belongings in a neighborhood of Asuncion affected by the floods. Image: 
BBC 

Highlights 
 PARAGUAY: Four people have died and 

130,000 have been evacuated due to the 
heavy rains and flooding in recent days. 
  

 ARGENTINA: Two people died and 
20,000 people were evacuated in three 
northeastern provinces of Argentina, due 
to the rising of the Parana and Uruguay 
rivers. 

 

 URUGUAY: 11,357 people have been 
displaced due to heavy rains and river 
flooding. 

 

 BRAZIL: The strong flow of the Uruguay 
River killed two people and forced about 
9,000 people to evacuate in the Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Sul. 
 

Monitoring 

 
Zika 

 
El Niño 

  
Weekly stats 

 

180,000 
People left their 
houses due to 
flooding in Paraguay, 
Argentina, Uruguay 
and Brazil  

 

8,000 
Transit visas have 
been issued to Cuban 
migrants in Costa 
Rica 

Early Warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/


WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES – YEAR 8 VOLUME 435 2 

 

 

 

 

This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

Heavy rains and 

Flooding (Cont…) 

ARGENTINA 

Two people died and 20,000 people were 

evacuated in three north-eastern provinces of 

Argentina, due to the rising of the Parana and 

Uruguay rivers. 

Entre Rios province is the most affected with 

10,500 displaced people, mostly in Concordia City, 

on the banks of the Uruguay River. 

The President, Mauricio Macri, travelled to the 

province of Entre Rios and announced the 

conformation of a special "crisis committee" to 

evaluate the situation. He has also confirmed the 

allocation of 20 million pesos ($ 1.5 million) to 

respond to the emergency. 
Source: Clarin. 

 

URUGUAY 
In Uruguay, 11,357 people were displaced due to 

heavy rains and river flooding. The areas with the 

evacuees are Artigas (6,005 people), Paysandu 

(2,357), Salto (2,942), Rio Negro (51) and Florida (2). 

The water level of the Cuareim River, in the city of 

Artigas, has decreased to 3.3 meters (the security 

level is 10.2 meters). This river reached its 

maximum height of 15.28 meters on Wednesday, 

23 December. 
Source: National Emergency System (SINAE). 

 

BRAZIL 

The strong flow of the Uruguay River killed two 

people and forced 9,000to evacuate in the Brazilian 

state of Rio Grande do Sul (South).  

The President, Dilma Rousseff, flew over the 

Uruguaiana, the main city in in the state of Rio 

Grande do Sul, on the banks of the Uruguay River. 

On her visit, Rousseff observed: "El Niño is causing 

heavy rains in the south of the country and a 

terrible drought in the northeast". 
Source: Civil Protection from Rio Grande do Sul and Andina. 

 

Cuban migrants  
GUATEMALA 

Representatives of Central America, Mexico, 

United States and Ecuador are holding a technical 

meeting in Guatemala to find a solution to the crisis 

of Cuban migrants who remain in Costa Rica and 

Panama. 

This meeting is a second attempt to reach an 

agreement to resolve the situation of Cubans who 

journey from Ecuador with hopes of reaching the 

United States.  The previous meeting was held in 

Mexico on 22 December and failed to reach an 

agreement.  

As of 14 November, Costa Rica has issued close to 

8,000 transit visas to Cuban migrants arriving by 

land - crossing the border with Panama. A further 

thousand migrants remain in Panama and are 

hoping to be able to continue their journey. 

Guatemalan authorities have expressed their 

willingness to allow Cuban migrants to pass 

through its territory as long as Mexico ensures that 

they will receive them and the transit costs will be 

paid. 

Source: La Prensa Grafica 
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